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19th Century mass immigration

A Convicts (Irish, English) to
Australia and: free settlers

A Canadian rebellion 1837
A Troubles of Europe 1848
A California gold rush 1849
A Victoria gold rush 1851

A Chinese: 1855 to Victorian
goldfields




1855 Chinese immigration to:Australia

A War, poverty, famine; rumours in 1853 of gold
A Mainly Kwangtang:Province, some Malay Chinese

A No export.controls on gold, unknown quantity sent to
China




Assisted immigration

A About a third were free, paid their own passage; mainly
artisans, shopkeepers and merchants

A Came under credit ticket system; left land as security

A Indentured labour with head man: extracting funds for
protection, mining community and payment.of borrowed
funds
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Chinese goldfields settlements (Victoria)

A >40,000 Chinese miners
A By 1858, 25% all diggers were Chinese

A Created communities (shops, joss house, societies,
herbalists and doctors, opium houses, gambling dens,
laundries, tailors, vegetable gardeners)

A Work under head man

A More Chinese in Victoria than California




Cantonese and Malay‘Chinese miners

A Experience with low grade fine grained tin alluvials

A Experience with water races, puddling, sluicing, cradles,
water preservation:and systematic:.team work

AEuropeans: i nexperienced fAne
their fortune

A Chinese reworked European alluvial ar
A Created resentment

Alluvial'mining using cradle, Ballarat (DPI Victoria)




Victoria in'gold'rush times

A 1857 Chinese 23,623 paid fees

A 1861 Chinese 24,062 paid fees (2 women)

A 1861 European total:of 130,535 men and 73,431 women)




Central Victoria

Chi neseilieaviing ‘ffor -di-ggl ngs,

* State Library. of Victoria



Ballarat: 1850s
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Central Victoria 1861

Alluvial'mining, Guilford (near'Castlemaine)




Alluvial mining

Inquestinto the 'death of a Chinese alluvial miner




Central Victoria 1863

BLANKET MINING
- alluvial mining (no stone unturned)
-APSovereigno ri s|




Alluvial mining, Central Victoria

A 6 Moz from Bendigo in 1850s

A Chinese reworked areas mined by Europeans
A Pillar extraction

A Deep leads beneath basalt

A Rare Chinese hard rock mining (capital, superstition,
INsecurity)

Kong Meng Mine, -
Ballarat 1860 = =S -




Ballarat (Vic)
Woah Hawp‘Canton Mine ~1880*

*State Library of Victoria




Victorian 1855 solution (followed by other states)

A 25% gold miners Chinese
A Successful, highly visible
A Clash of cultures . \,
A Created resentment

A £10 entry fee

BUT

A Walked (>14,600; Robe (SA)



Clash of cultures

A Europeans looked down on Chinese as heathens, immoral,
flaunters of vices, cheats, tax evaders, opium:smokers and
gamblers (despite the drunkedness, licentiousness,
gambling, theft and.immoral behaviour of Europeans)

A Tensions because the Chinese were successful, produced
gold where no one else could-and:were well organised




Clash of cultures

A Chinese looked down on Europeans who spoke gibberish,
had unjust laws, wore clothes that no-seHpecting
person would wear, did not wash themselves, worshipped a
heathen god, neglected their ancestors, drank themselves
senseless, ate barbarian foods and stole like a mouse

A Cantonese child at Braidwood (NSW) was told British
were redheaded savages who ate men and murdered boys

A One of many cultural clashes in Australia (e.qg. Irish)




